Swatara Water
Trail:

9 60 miles in length

1 Public Access Points
every 7 miles

1 Schuylkill, Lebanon &
Dauphin Counties

1 Sites: Union Canal
locks, limestone out-
crops, Bordner Cabin,
farms, fossil beds,
historic
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Swatara Watershed: Parts of Berks, Dauphin, Lebanon & Schuylkill Counties

27th Annual Swatara Sojourn, A Long Drink of Water

There are three water
companies drawing water
from the Swatara Creek
. ¥R American

L & Water Com-
pany, Leba-
non Water
Authority,
¥ and United-
Water Com-

E' pany.

During the
27th Annual float trip
sponsored by the Swatara
Watershed Association,
paddlers traveled 30
miles over a tweday so-
journ, starting at Route
645 S of Pine Grove, me-
andering througtwa-
tara State Parklunched

United Way Day of Caring Clean

On Saturday, April 18, SWA
had two projects, cleaning
up both the Border Cabin
and Swatara Watershed
Park. Fallen limbs were
gathered, potholes were
filled thanks to a donation

at Bordner Cabirwhere
we heardJack Hubley
with his wild animals, and
camped on the banks of
the Swatara at Lickdale /
Jonestown KOACamp-
ground. The upper sec-
tion is quite challenging
with it's twists and turns
and rocks.Many paddlers
flipped their craft into the
cool water of the Swa-
tara, but no one com-
plained. The safety team
and others worked to-
gether to empty canoes
while others caught gear
washing downstream. At
Lickdale Campground, we
heardBrandy Wattstalk
about Stoney Valley Rail

Trail. Sunday lunch at the—
Water Works, artisCraig g

Andrewsshared his love
of Water Inspired ArtWe F
collected tons of trash;

- ups

of limestone from  Pennsy
Supply , and at the Cabin,
floors were swept, pictures
cleaned, and weeds pulled.

Thank you to all of our
wonderful volunteers!

saw a bald eagle; and
enjoyed an awesome
weekend. The Sojourn
ended atSwatara Water-
shed Parkli929 Blacks
Bridge Rd., Annville PA.

SWA wants to thank our
many community spon-
sors, both old and new
(Sheetz & Wei) for their
tremendous support as
we float and clean up
litter from the Swatara.




Swatara
Watershed
Park offers
Seasonal
Primitive
Camping, &
We Tow or

U- Tow canoes

for groups.
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Eagle Scout Slade Hall makes picnic tables for SWA

Slade Hall, Troop 456,
raised money for the
project, designed, and
built a handicap access
picnic table for Swatara
Watershed Park. Wheel-
chairs can access both

For Sale : Rugged, durable
1989 Michi -Cr af t
mercial grade aluminum
canoes , 720 pound capacity,
wide beam for stability. Made
from hardened air craft alu-
minum. $300 each. Call Tom
Embich 649.9361. Get out-
doors with your family.

Seasonal Primitive C amp-
sites available for a $425
donation. Fish, swim, hike
the Swatara Watershed

Park, 1929
Road, Annville. For available

Old State Road

For a windshield sur-

% vey, drive through

the 2nd Friday -
Saturday monthly; &
the 4th Friday & Sat-
urday March, April,

W Sept., & Oct., 9AM -

3PM.

One Way ! Enter from
Val
Trailhead on the

Bl ackds

ends. Further,
he will place
wheels on other
pavilion picnic
tables. Thank
you, Slade for a
job well done.

sites, call Jo Ellen 644.4698.

17 6 ¢ dhm 2015 camping season

runs May 1 -Oct 31, Terms:
Liability release required....

Pavilion for Events, Picnics,
Reunionsé$50
tion includes picnic tables,
grill, electric, running water.

8 U-Tow canoes on a trailer
available for groups. Call
Tom Embich 649.9361 for

terms. 10% discount for non -

pro[gt%. i& ﬁoﬁtl'égroups ac-
companied By adults. Paren-
tal release forms required.

fiBear Hole Trail in

northern end of Swa-
tara State Park. PS.
The State P
allow cars to park at
Bordner Cabin.

Special thanks to
stewards : Dick & June
Blouch, Don & Steph
Mock, Bob Arnold,
lAren y&. DRve leasky,

per

Canoes
$ 25.00
$ 30.00
$ 200.00
$240.00

1 U-Tow
1 We-Tow
8 U-Tow
8 We-Tow

Swatara State Park

Becky Soliday, Pete
Silldorff, Dale & Marty

a Miler, dLisaeCarerd t
Joan & Tom Hawk,
Mike Willeman, Marta
and Mike Trainer, LC
Conservation District
Bill & Genie Potters,
Fred Rogers.


http://www.swatarawatershed.com/
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89- year old Armar Bordner Interview Excerpts from 1993

Knowing that SWA is re-
searching history on Ar-
mar Bordner and his
cabin, Don Rhoades
pointed Jo Ellen toward a
recorded 1993 audio CD
of an interview with then
89 year old Armar Bord-
ner. Did you know that his
mother, Stella Darkas,
was a cook for Mr. and
Mrs. Horace Brock of the
Coleman's and Brocks?
Yep. She was, and Armar
and his sister, lived in the
Brock mansion for eight
winters, from the time
Armar was 6.5 years old
through age 14. He had
the run of the house. One
day, Horace called the

SWA Officers and Board

91 President: Jo Ellen Litz
owner of Litz Company
(commercial rentals),
and a Lebanon County
Commissioner;

children upstairs, and
gave them each a Her-
shey Kiss. Neatly folded
inside was a $5 bill, a lot
of money in those days,
according to Armar.

By the way, Stella's sig-
nature dish was to scoop
eggplant out of the shell,
mix it with herbs and sea-
soning..., put it back into
the shell, then bake it.

Concerning building of
the Armar Bordner Cabin,
To paraphrase Armar, he
said, "My cabin home was
built in 1936 from oak
logs. | designed my
home. | had five men one
summer, and eight men
another summer over a
2.5 year period. | did
build a machine to cut the
logs. All of the corners
are hand honed. | had
double deck bunks in the
loft.

My wife didn't object. In
fact she learned to love
the place. She was up-
set when the State took it
over. Some people say it
helped to put an end to
her. Olive, Peg, worked

1 Vice Presi-
dent:. Tom Embich
Retired from Earth
Steward Environ-
mental consulting,

& HACC instructor;

Secretary: Fred
Folmer, a retired

(Seeking a Dauphin County

at the Steel Foundry.
She was a receptionist,
and put in 27 years. She
was an exceptionally
good looking woman.

| sold four lots that had
homes on them. Atone
time | had around 400
acres. | practically gave
about 60 acres to a
farmer across the Creek.
When the State took it

over, | had a little over
100 acres.

The (eminent domain )
court case was in 1977,
but it was 1960 when we

started to f
rep)
Board members:  Bob Arnold,

Hershey Foods, Richard

Blouch, retired agricultural
teacher and psycholo-

gist; Charles Cravotta , USGS;
Denise Donmoyer |, a birder
and conservationist from
Schuylkill County; Stephanie
Harmon , Watershed Specialist,

businessman & earth & Lebanon County Conservation

science teacher from
Berks County;
Treasurer: Denny
Miller, VISTA.

District; Ann Lasky , retired
nurse; Ben Miller , a river guide
and owner of Cocoa Kayaks;
and Jack Stouffer |, retired from
Milton Hershey School.
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Do you have a story

to tell about the
Bordner Cabin? If

s o, wedd | i
view you. For a link

to listen to interviews
recorded so far, or to
set up a time for your
interview, email
litz@mbcomp.com

ke to

Take A Hike! This
is a free activity
for all ages. From
Sands Siding Trail
Head 1.5M, the
Appalachian Trail
Bridge 2.6M, or
Swopes Valley Road
3M in Swatara State
Park, take a walk
along Bear Hole
Trail to the Bordner
g ht Caqin tﬁ on 6gravel
trail with some

elevation changes.

Recommended ReadindtHte

Big Thirst by Charles Fishman.
Quote #1: "Water itself isn't
becoming more scarce, it's sim-
ply disappearing from places
where people have become
accustomed to finding it

where they have built commu-
nities assuming a certain avail-
ability of water and reappear-
Ay3a a2YSgKSNB St a


HTTP://WWW.JoEllenLitz.com

